consumer register 


Register results 


The following regulations or standards have 
been issued by Federal agencies. They have all pre- 


viously been summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER as 
proposals. 


@ On June 28, Agriculture Dept. revised its 
grade standards & added a new grade for canned & 
frozen red tart cherries. Four comments were re- 
ceived, including one from a consumer who objected 
to having any pits in Grade A cherries. Details— 
Federal Register: June 27, page 23234; April 15, 
page 13551; Sept. 11, 1973, page 24904. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Oct. 15, 1973. 


@ On Aug. 5, Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) is establishing a standard of identity for 
natural cheeses that contain added spice and/or 
flavoring. Eleven consumers & 1 industry member 
commented. Eight consumers approved & 3 objected. 
Details—Federal Register: June 4, page 19776; Feb. 
13, page 4347. CONSUMER REGISTER: March 1. 


@ On Aug. 13, Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) is amending its standard by permitting the 


Sex discrimination 


Oct. 15 is deadline for comments on Health, Education 
& Welfare Dept.’s proposal] to enforce the law to end sex 
discrimination in schools. 

Proposed regulations would apply, with certain excep- 
tions, to schools & school programs receiving Federal 
funds. 

Highlights of the proposed regulation are: 

@ ADMISSIONS—Proposed regulation would apply to 
vocational, professional & graduate schools, public under- 
graduate education schools (except those that have been 
traditionally & continually single sex). It would not cover 
admission to preschools, elementary & secondary schools 
(except vocational schools), private undergraduate schools, 
military institutions & certain religious schools. However, 
even exempt schools would have to treat their students 
without discrimination once they have admitted both sexes. 
In cases where sex bias previously existed, special efforts 
would have to be made to recruit members of the sex dis- 
criminated against. Same admission standards must be 
used for both sexes, 

@ PARTICIPATION—Proposed regulation would re- 
quire that al] students have access to any course or extra- 
curricular activity. A coeducational schoo] would have to 
offer varsity sports opportunities to both sexes, but it 
would not be required to admit women to men’s teams as 
long as it furnishes women separate opportunities to par- 
ticipate in comparable activities. Nor would the school be 
required to spend the same amount of money on the sports 
activities for each sex. 

@ BENEFITS—In general, all services & facilities 
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addition of Vitamin C to tomato juice. Of the 21 com- 
ments received, 13 came from consumers—8 in 
favor of the proposal & 5 against. Details—Federal 
Register: June 14, page 20882; March 25, page 
11095. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15. 


@ On August 13, Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) is amending its standard by permitting the 
addition of enzyme modified cheese solids as an op- 
tional ingredient in pasteurized processed cheese, 
cheese food & cheese spread. Of the 8 comments re- 
ceived, 5 came from consumers—1 favoring the 
proposal (with a qualification) & 4 objecting. De- 
tails—Federal Register: June 14, page 20786; Oct. 


2, 1973, page 27299. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15, 
1973. 


@ On Dec. 10, 1975, Agriculture Dept. will re- 
quire that lids of glass jars containing meat & poul- 
try products be designed to prevent dirt or insects 
from getting into the jars. Five of the 8 com- 
ments received were from consumers. Six of the 
comments were in favor of the regulation, 1 against 
& 1 noncommittal. Details—Federal Register: June 
10, page 20369; Sept. 26, 1973, page 26809. Con- 
SUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15, 1973. 


such as financial aid, medical care, insurance, swimming 
pools, off-campus living privileges & employment assist- 
ance would have to be made available to both sexes with- 
out discrimination. 


Details—Federal Register: June 20, page 22227. Send 
comments to Director of the Office of Civil Rights, Health, 


.Education & Welfare Dept., P.O. Box 2974, Washington, 


DC 20013. 


Swimming pool slides 


July 29 is deadline for Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission’s (CPSC) request for assistance in writing a man- 
datory safety standard for swimming pool slides. The in- 
vitation to aid in the development of this standard is open 
to organized groups as well as individual consumers who 
may wish to form a group for this purpose. 


CPSC says an effective standard on these products is 
necessary because some of the most serious injuries asso- 
ciated with swimming pools generally involved poo] slides. 
For example, paralysis & leg fractures have resulted from 
going down slides head first & from falling from ladders. 


Interested organizations may telephone CPSC (202- 
634-7700) for more specific information on submitting pro- 
posals for the standard. 


Details—Federal Register: June 28, page 24028. Con- 
SUMER NEW: June 15. Send inquiries & submit proposed 
standards to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion, Washington, DC 20207. 


See page 3 of CONSUMER NEws for convenient coupon designed for your reply to one of these 


proposals in CONSUMER REGISTER. 





Beef sausage 


Agriculture Dept. will retain the 30% limit on the fat 
content in Federal Government inspected “beef sausage.” 
This 30% limit will be enforced beginning July 29. Proc- 
essors have from May 29 until the effective date to make 
necessary adjustments in production & quality control. 


Agriculture’s Animal & Plant Health Inspection Serv- 
ice had received requests from Federally inspected proc- 
essors to raise the limit on fat content to 50%. In asking 
for this increase, the processors said the 30% limit injured 
the industry’s competitive position with respect to pork 
sausage which has a 50% limit. They also said that the 
30% level affected the taste & texture of the product, thus 
making it less appealing to consumers. 


In October 1973, Agriculture asked for comments on 
its tentative decision to reject the 50% request. A major- 
ity of the comments received were in favor of this decision. 
Based on these comments & a review of traditional “beef 
sausage” standards involving fat content, Agriculture 
made its final decision. 


Details—Federal Register: May 29, page 18659; Oct. 
11, 1973, page 28072. CONSUMER REGISTERS Nov. 15, 1973. 


Blood banks 


Aug. 26 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to establish mandatory 
standards for blood bank & transfusion services in the U.S. 


These proposed regulations—known as Good Manu- 
facturing Practices (GMPs)—are part of several steps 
FDA is taking to make sure the nation’s blood supply is 
clean & of uniform quality. 


Present regulations require licensing & annual inspec- 
tion of more than 250 plasmapheresis centers—where 
plasma is collected to be used in making injectable bio- 
logical products. 


Since April 1973, all blood banks & related institu- 
tions have been required to register with FDA. The agen- 
cy has inspected nearly 6,000 intrastate blood banking fa- 
cilities. Before that date, FDA inspected only blood banks 
engaged in interstate commerce. 


Details—Federal Register: May 28, page 18613; March 
8, page 9326; Jan. 31, 19738, page 2965. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: May 1; March 15, 1973. Send comments to 
Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Soda pop 


July 23 is deadline for comments Food & Drug Admin- 
istration’s (FDA) proposal to amend the identity standard 
for soda water (“soda pop,” tonic or “soft drinks”). 


The proposed amendment would stop the listing of 
specific optional ingredients permitted in soda water & 


instead would provide for the optional use of any safe & 
suitable ingredients. 


FDA says this amendment would permit manufactur- 
ers to adapt new advances in soda water technology with- 
out changing labels. 


Certain ingredients are not regarded as “suitable” 
under the proposed standard. These include vitamins, 
minerals & proteins for nutritional purposes or artificial 
sweeteners for reduction of caloric content. Any product 
that contains artificial sweeteners or vitamins, protein or 


minerals would have to be called something besides soda 
water. 


Methods & procedures for characterizing & labelling 
the many flavors of soda water are also included in the 
proposed amendment. 


Details—Federal Register: May 24, page 18285. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852, 


Amplifiers 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has issued final 
regulations requiring manufacturers or distributors of 
amplifiers to tell consumers about the power output of 
amplifiers in advertising claims. The regulations, which 
become effective Nov. 4, cover power output claims for 
amplifiers used in home entertainment sets, such as radios, 
record players, tape players & component audio amplifiers. 


Purpose of the regulations is to give consumers uni- 
form information they need before buying home entertain- 
ment products. Until now, manufacturers have used num- 
erous testing techniques that have resulted in a variety of 
claims about power output. Consumers have been misled 
because they did not have adequate information to use in 
making meaningful comparisons among advertised equip- 
ment. 


The new rules require that the following information 
be given when claims are made concerning (1) power out- 
put, (2) power band, (3) power frequency response, (4) 
distortion capability or (5) characteristics of sound power 
amplification equipment: 

@ Manufacturer’s rated minimum sine wave continu- 
ous average power output in watts per channel; 

@ Load impedance (in Ohms) for which the manufac- 
turer designs the equipment to be used; 

@ Rated power band or frequency response; 

@ Rated percentage of maximum total harmonic dis- 
tortion at any power level from 250 mw to the rated 
power output. 


FTC will permit an exemption from the disclosure 
requirements when a manufacturer’s rated power output 
does not exceed 2 watts & this rated power output is clear- 
ly disclosed in all claims & ads. 


Details—Federal Register: May 3, page 15387; Feb. 1, 
1972, page 2454. CONSUMER NEWS: June 1971. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Feb. 15, 1972. 
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